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Club Meeting Information
February Meeting Summary
The minutes from the February meeting can be found at the end of this newsletter.
The February Club meeting was the Club’s inaugural meeting at Burnside Bowling club. There was a good
turnout of members and visitors for the meeting and there was agreement on the night that the Bowling
Club is a great venue for our future meetings. Below is an email message we received from Barry Bunting
the Business Manager at Burnside Bowling Club.
“Thank you for using our facilities last night. It was a pleasure to welcome you all to what we
hope will be your new 'home' for many years to come
We hope you all enjoyed your first experience at Burnside.”

Next Meeting – Burnside Bowling Club, Tuesday 13th March
Next club meeting will take place on Tuesday the 13th of March at Burnside Bowling Club - 330 Avonhead
Road - by Burnside Park. Please arrive at 7:30pm, the meeting will start at 8pm.

Guest Speaker
Our guest speaker this month is Bruce Clulow. Bruce has a background in diving instruction and cave diving
and is coming to the club to talk about all things technical. He’ll discuss the benefits of using rebreathers
and their application in cave diving and exploration, among other interesting subjects. There will also be an
entertaining activity for members to be involved in so listen up on the night, it's sure to be a fascinating
talk!

Trips and Events
Please make sure you check the website for trips and events!
Kaikoura lodge club booking for March and April:
March 23 and 24th
April 23 and 24th.
Fiji Volivoli resort dive trip: Unfortunately due to a low response this is no longer a club trip. However,
anyone interested in going to Fiji diving they are encouraged to contact Volivoli Resort directly
themselves. This is a great dive resort with great facilities and package deals.

Coral Sea - Great Barrier Reef Dive trip: Visit to Osprey Reef.
A group of local divers have booked a 4 day, 4 night Coral Sea dive departing from Cairns in August 2nd
- 6th on the MV Spirit of Freedom. Cost AUD$2200pp share quad room. Includes all meals whilst on
board, opportunity for up to 15 dives. 26 passengers total. For more information email
nancy@deepbluediving.co.nz
Exclusions - airfares to and from Cairns, accommodation pre and post boat tour, travel insurance and
personal expenses, nitrox fills, fuel levy and environmental Marine Park Charge AUD$20pp.

Dive Insurance

The Divers Alert Network (DAN) is your scuba diving safety association. DAN provides protection for scuba
divers with Worldwide Emergency Evacuation Coverage (with your DAN Membership) and optional Dive
Injury Insurance Plans, for chamber and hospital costs following a covered diving accident.
Joining DAN (Membership and Dive Injury Insurance) gives you peace of mind. It allows you to enjoy your
scuba diving knowing you will be looked after in the event of a diving incident, wherever you are in the
world, 24-hours a day, 7 days a week.
Why DAN? With 30+ years’ experience helping sick and injured scuba divers worldwide, DAN are the experts
in diving accident management. Visit http://www.danap.org/ for more information.

NZ Recreational Fishing Council
Rec Fish Council update – February 2018

Thank you to all the clubs and individual members for your continued support – we look forward to working
on your behalf to address the management of our shared fisheries.
We welcome your membership applications for 2018. Memberships now open click this link to join.
Visit our updated website www.recfish.co.nz for more updates and news.
We also now have a Facebook page to encourage dialogue with members throughout the country.
Margaret Wind
Executive Officer
You can join the NZRFC mailing list using this sign up form.

New Members
New membership applications have been received from Rodney Black, Steve Morgan and Joseph Dunning.
Rodney is interested in cray fishing and wreck diving. He joined the club to meet people to go diving with.
Steve’s diving interests include spearfishing, cray fishing and scallop diving. He joined the club to build
experience and make new contacts.
Joseph is interested in cray fishing and scenic diving. He joined the club to meet more people interested in
diving and make some new connections.
Please make our new members feel welcome 

TecFest 2018

TecFest NZ is back with a bang this year and will take place at MiCamp in Taupo from the 6th - 8th April.
This is New Zealand's only diving festival and gives divers from all walks of life the opportunity to see world
class speakers and gain exposure to, or carry out try dives with, different technical diving gear such as
sidemount, twin back mount, dry suits, full face masks, rebreathers, scooters and more, all over one great
weekend! It's also a fantastic social forum and a great way to meet like-minded divers from all over the
country and overseas.
Organisers Brent McFadden and Chris Clarke have done a stellar job of ensuring TecFest has only gone from
strength to strength since its inception in 2013. Speakers at this year's event include Anaesthesiologist and
renowned Diving Physician Dr. Simon Mitchell, Tech Diving Instructor Trainer and 'Lust for Rust'
owner/operator Pete Mesley, Tech Diving Instructor and Instructor Trainer Richard Taylor and SSI
International Training Director Paul Leslies, among others.
Visit https://www.tecfestnz.com/ for more information.
I have personally attended all TecFest events since 2013 so alternatively you can email me directly on
editor@canterburyunderwater.org.nz and I will try to answer any questions you may have regarding it.
This is a weekend not to be missed!
Follow this link for a video of the goings on at TecFest NZ 2015
https://vimeo.com/166345246

March Recipe
Simple seafood chowder
By Nadia Lim

Ingredients















Butter - 50 grams
Leek - 1, finely chopped (white part only)
Garlic - 3 cloves, finely chopped
plain flour - 2 level tablespoons
milk -2½ cups
fish or chicken stock - 2½ cups
cream - ½ cup
handful shellfish in shells (eg mussels or clams)
scrubbed and cleaned – optional
raw fish eg. monkfish, snapper, tarakihi, hapuku 250 grams, cut into 3-4cm chunks
raw prawns (and/or scallops) - 250 grams
smoked fish or salmon - 200 grams, flaked
lemon - ½, juice
finely chopped parsley - ¼ cup
chives, to serve - ¼ cup, chopped

Method
1. Heat butter in a large saucepan over medium heat. Cook leek and garlic with a good pinch of salt for
a few minutes or until soft.
2. Stir in the flour and cook, while stirring continuously, for about 1 minute.
3. Stir in about ½ cup of the milk, stirring continuously to avoid lumps forming. Gradually stir in the rest
of the milk, then the stock and cream. Simmer for about 10 minutes, stirring often, until slightly
thickened.
4. Add seafood (if using shellfish, add first and cook for 1-2 minutes before adding other seafood) and
continue to simmer for a few minutes or until seafood is just cooked through. Season to taste with
salt, pepper and lemon juice. Stir in parsley.
5. Ladle into bowls, distributing seafood equally, and garnish with chives. Serve with warm flatbread
smeared with garlic and herb butter.

Safety section
Threats of the shallows
By Graeme Eaton
Even the shallowest water can be potentially dangerous – a fact that Graham Eaton is unlikely to forget
following a lake dive in Wales.
I was photographing birds in a very cold North Wales lake during October. Following five or six days of
getting the birds comfortable with my presence – as well as adjusting to the terrible visibility and bad
weather – I finally got an early autumn morning of fantastic weather and lake conditions. Mist, calm water
and mixed sky – things were looking good. I spent about three hours in the water with scuba gear and
snorkel, taking photographs of two mallards. Over a coffee in the car, I quickly downloaded the first card of
photos. The fifth image jumped out at me – it was the image that would later win me the runner-up prize in
the 2007 Shell Wildlife Photographer of the Year competition. However, I couldn’t get changed or dash off
for breakfast as I was meeting people from the Wildlife Trust.
I sat in the car and waited for the Wildlife Trust people to arrive, chatting to my father, who was my surface
support for changing the camera card. I prefer to stay in the water with the birds, in order to cause minimum
disturbance to them and the lake bed, rather than getting in and out of the water.
The water level in the lake was high and had spilled over the top of the grass verge at the side. This was great
for me, as it meant that I had around 1.5m of water depth to work in – a distance of about 10m from the
bank to a steep drop-off. I could stand up if I wanted to, and could have taken some photographs without my
scuba gear or snorkel. I just needed the gear to be able to drop gently down underneath the birds, to look
upwards at them, looking down at me.
When the Trust people arrived, I showed them some images. One of them asked if I would get back in the
water for some shots of me with the birds. I was happy to do so and I put my drysuit on, but left the scuba
gear in the car. I set off into the water with only my camera, mask and snorkel.
A friendly mallard came over to me and I took several ‘split’ shots, while the people from the Wildlife Trust
took photographs of me and the duck. When one of the ducks put its head in the water, I instinctively
ducked under with it to mimic what I had been doing earlier with my gear on. I was in for a shock! In all the
euphoria and distraction, I had not zipped up my drysuit and it was now flooded. I was trying to stand up,
but I slipped and quickly realised that I was on the edge of the drop-off.
Luckily, I didn’t lose my footing and I remained vertical, I just got my head above the water and walked
rather embarrassedly out of the lake to the amused audience, who were blissfully unaware of the trouble I
could have been in.
It was later that the seriousness of the situation sank in. Had I lost my footing near the drop-off, I could have
ended up inverted over deep water with no secondary buoyancy, and no knife to cut the suit’s legs. Add
cold-shock into the equation, and the situation could have been fatal. Fishermen who wear chest waders use
buoyancy vests as there have been many reports of fishermen drowning after falling into rivers and floating
upside down. We are no different – there will always be some air in the boots of drysuits.
The lessons to be learned from this incident are clear. Obviously, make sure you zip up your suit, but just as
important is to make sure that you don’t get distracted from your usual checks. It doesn’t matter how
experienced we are, or how rigorous we perform our checks, it is often when we do something slightly
different to our normal routine that mistakes can be made. Even in a metre of water, you are in trouble if
your legs float and your upper body doesn’t.

Technical/Medical Section
A shot in the dark
By Carl Howell

When he lost his shot-line in the gloom of a British wreck dive, Carl Howell recalled some sage advice that
helped him to safety
I had already logged more than 200 dives off the coast of Dover, so I had no reason to think that this dive on
a wreck in the English Channel would be any different.
My problems started on the surface when I felt cold water running down my arm. My drysuit had a leak, but
I decided I wasn’t going to let it ruin my dive. I normally wear a wetsuit, so the cold was nothing new to me.
As my buddy and I moved down the shot-line, the visibility was, at best, about 20cm, and it became darker
as we descended further. I reached the sea bed and my torch picked out the shot next to the wreck. I knew
that the ship was proud of the sea bed, so I wasn’t concerned about the conditions.
However, I lost my buddy on the way down and was now in the dark on my own. I snapped my glowstick,
and its green glow was almost completely swallowed by the gloom. I connected
the torch to the end of my reel and clipped this to the bottom of the shot-line, which we would need to
return to in order to surface safely in one of the world’s busiest shipping lanes.
I looked for my buddy but couldn’t see him, so I proceeded alone to look around the wreck. I moved up the
giant structure and onto its corroded decks. I could make out the masts and winching gears in my torchlight,
and the odd fish darted out of the darkness. I passed over another diver’s line, and was happy that I wasn’t
the only one down there.
Looking at my computer and contents gauge, I decided that I’d reached the limit of my dive and that it was
time to return to the shot-line. On the way back, I passed the other diver’s line, only to see him also reeling
in. It was my buddy – his line went in a different direction so I waved and continued on my way, as did he.
But as I reached the edge of the wreck, my line dropped down the side of the ship, into the gloom below.
Rather than trying to follow and reel in the line, which would have led me into a fierce current, I decided to
try finning out to the shot directly, as I thought I knew where it was positioned.

My breathing rate shot up and I felt my fins slipping off with the frantic leg action. At this point, I let out
some line and returned to the shelter of the wreck. My breathing was out of control and I started to panic. I
grabbed for my torch so that I could check my gauges in the dark. My other hand reached for my contents
gauge, but instead I grabbed a regulator that appeared to be caught in the wreck. Panic shot through me as I
saw that it was not my octopus – was there a diver right next to me who had no mouthpiece in?
My torch followed the hose into the dark – it was actually my stage-bottle regulator, which had come loose.
However, this discovery did nothing to ease my fear. I wanted out of the water with every fibre of my being,
but I had 25 minutes of decompression left.
The words of my first instructor rang through my brain: ‘If you’ve got air, there is no panic.’ I stared at my
contents gauge: 80 bar in my main 15-litre cylinder, with a full seven-litre side-slung and a three-litre pony. I
had more than enough air if I calmed my breathing down.
Logic started to take over. I couldn’t see the shot-line but I could work out roughly where it would be in the
water, given my position from it and the way the current was running. I moved along the wreck and
ascended several metres. To my relief, I saw the shot-line. I realised that holding the reel was a waste of a
hand, so clipped it onto the shot-line and left it. My computer beeped that my ascent was too quick and
then, at 23m, I suddenly calmed down. The fear disappeared and my desperate need to escape was gone.
Slowly, I ascended towards 6m and started my decompression stop. It gave me time to reflect on what had
happened and what I should have done. I should never have attempted to dive solo and I should have
aborted the dive earlier, as I didn’t know the wreck site at all.
More importantly, I realised the magnitude of a simple phrase I had heard in a diving lecture that I had
attended several years previously, ‘Not today’ – I wasn’t going in the chamber
and I wasn’t going to die. By the afternoon, I was diving again and hadn’t been freaked out by the incident.
My reel was never recovered, though – all I had left were the two clips that were still attached to the shotline.

Committee Notices
Enhancing the club experience
The power of your club lies with you, the members. The committee are asking for feedback so we can
improve the Club and give you as members the ideal Club experience.
The committee require a great number of these surveys completed so we can get a large picture of
what you, as members, want going forward. By doing the survey you will go in the draw to win one of
three prizes:
FIRST PRIZE:
6x Nights’ Accommodation Vouchers
SECOND PRIZE: 4x Nights’ Accommodation Vouchers
THIRD PRIZE: 2x Nights’ Accommodation Vouchers
The survey will be kept anonymous to encourage honest feedback. Michael Lester will collate the
completed survey and names entered will go in the prize draw. If you want to remain completely
anonymous then type “SKIP” in the name section of question 1.
The survey will be closed on 31st March with the prize draw to be held at the next monthly meeting.
The results will be presented to the committee at the following committee meeting and final report to
be printed in the May Newsletter.
Please use the following link to access the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VD35XN8
If you have any issues with the survey please contact Michael Lester:
michael.lester82@gmail.com

Thanks in advance for your cooperation.

Entertainment Books

The 2018 | 2019 Entertainment™ Books and Entertainment™ Digital Memberships available soon!
Discover thousands of valuable, up to 50% off and 2-for-1, offers for many of the best restaurants, cafés,
arts, attractions, hotels, travel, shopping and much more – choose your way with the following:
The traditional Entertainment™ Book Membership that comes with the Gold Card and vouchers.
The Entertainment™ Digital Membership that puts the value of the Entertainment™ Book into your iPhone
or Android smartphone!
The NEW 2018 | 2019 Christchurch Entertainment™ Memberships sell for just $70 and you’ll receive over
$20,000 in valuable offers you can use until 1 June, 2019.
20% of every membership sold contributes to our fundraising. Help us achieve our goal by sharing this link
with your Friends and Family. Thanks for your support! Please contact Wayne Lester on
president@canterburyunderwater.org.nz for a hard copy of the book. Alternatively you can go online
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/1343k43 , to get your digital copy and help support
the club's fundraising efforts!

Links
For member and lodge booking information and upcoming event information check out our website:
http://www.canterburyunderwater.org.nz

Also visit our Facebook page for the latest trip reports and other news!
https://www.facebook.com/CanterburyUnderwaterClub

Oxygen Administration
If any members are interested in doing the oxygen Administration course at a discounted price please let the
committee know. Please note that the oxygen kit is available for use by members trained in oxygen
administration. Please contact Wayne if you want the oxygen kit for upcoming trips.

Club Lodge, Kaikoura
Please see important updated Lodge information below.

Dritek Hangers
As part of a fundraiser the Club is selling Dritek Hangers. These
are not available to be purchased in New Zealand, so get yourself
an exclusive purchase and be the envoy of your friends.
These are currently being sold at a one off price of $35.00 each
and we have very limited stock.
So get one for your wetsuit and one for your BC, might as well get
the wife one while you’re at it.
STRONG: The toughest, most versatile hanger on the market.
Comfortably holds up to 30kg
PROTECTIVE: Designed to help you dry garments naturally, whilst being gentle on fabrics and maintain
garment performance.
SECURE: “Closed hook” carabiner clips-on, wraps around or hooks over. Whichever way you use it, it will not
fall
LONG LASTING: It won’t break, it won’t let you down.
VERSATILE: Unlimited hanging possibilities: indoors and outdoors, on-board or on shore, hang anywhere
solution
ENVIRONMENTAL: Made using recycled materials and you’ll never send it to landfill

These will be brought along to Club meeting so bring your cash, but as there is only limited stock email
michael.lester82@gmail.com to have yours put aside. Please note: pre-ordered ones will only be held for
one month. Cash only transactions at the meeting – these will not be posted

Comedy Corner
Moral of the story

A man is getting into the shower just as his wife is finishing up her shower, when the doorbell rings.
The wife quickly wraps herself in a towel and runs downstairs. When she opens the door, there stands Bob,
the next-door neighbour.
Before she says a word, Bob says, “I’ll give you $800 to drop that towel.”
After thinking for a moment, the woman drops her towel and stands naked in front of Bob.
After a few seconds, Bob hands her $800 and leaves. The woman wraps back up in the towel and goes back
upstairs.
When she gets to the bathroom, her husband asks, “Who was that?”
“It was Bob the next door neighbour,” she replies.
“Great,” the husband says, “did he say anything about the $800 he owes me?”
Moral of the story: If you share critical information pertaining to credit and risk with your shareholders in
time, you may be in a position to prevent avoidable exposure.

The CUC Quizzler
1. When light bends as it enters a different medium the process is known
as what?
2. What is the name of Saturn’s largest moon?
3. What is the human body’s biggest organ?
4. Bees are found on every continent of earth except for one, which is it?
5. What is the capital of Bangladesh?

Answers after the Committee Members List

Canterbury Underwater Club Inc - Lodge Information
The Canterbury Underwater Club Lodge offers a fantastic facility to both members and non-members with
dedicated boat parking, gear washing facilities, fish filleting stations, crayfish cooker and a communal
cooking and living area.
The lodge can sleep a maximum of 20 people in its five rooms,
specific rooms can be requested when booking but may
change to accommodate the numbers of person in a party.
The Annex rooms (11 to 16) can sleep up to 16 people and will
be reserved for members only unless the entire Lodge has
been pre-booked for a Group.
This will not apply to holiday weekends and may be varied for
either of the above if the lodge is only or likely to be partially
occupied during your stay.
Please remember that while pillows with pillowcases and bottom sheets are provided, you need to
bring your own bedding. A laundry fee of $5 per person per stay is required to cover the cost of
commercially laundering the CUC sheets & pillowcases after your stay. This is payable at check in
when picking up the key.

Member Rates
Members and Partners $15.00 per person per night
Child 5-17 years
$5.00 per child per night
Child Under 5
Free

Member Cancellation Policy
Prior to mid-day on the day of arrival
No Charge
Later than mid-day on the planned day of arrival
1 night charged
Cancellation of a Booking for a holiday weekend must be done 3 days prior to the planned day of arrival or a
two night penalty charge will apply if the beds booked cannot be re-let. The booking agent will advise the
Treasurer and Secretary in these events.

Non-Member Rates
Adult
$26.00 per person per night
Child 5-17 years $10.00 per child per night
Child Under 5
Free
Vouchers can be used for non-members (for a stay when accompanied by a member) but will be redeemed
at the non-member price.

Non-Member Cancellation Policy
Cancellation of bookings and refund of deposits will be as per standard motel practice for Groups or
Individuals.

Important Lodge Booking and Check in/Check out Information
Bookings are handled by Sam and Lyn Wang at The Blue Seas Motel. To lessen the impact on the Wang
family in the running of their own business, we kindly ask that you respect the following instructions:
1. E-mail is the preferred booking method. See new email booking address below.
2. Phone bookings should be made no later than 7pm and no earlier than midday.
3. Please let Sam and Lyn know how many people are in your group so they can allocate beds and also
the member/non-member make up of your party.
4. For any group booking, preference is for one person to go to Blue Seas Motel office to pay for all
accommodation and to uplift all room keys. (This speeds up the process for all concerned)

5. Payment must be made upon collection of keys and your membership card must be shown to avail
of the member rates – Vouchers, Cash or Cheque only please, NO EFTPOS.
6. Uplift keys before 8pm; please phone if you are running late.
7. On day of departure from the lodge allocated room must be vacated by 11.30 am. Fitted sheet and
pillow cases to be placed in laundry basket.
Blue Seas Motel
Sam & Lyn Wang
222 Esplanade,
Kaikoura 7300

Phone: 03-319-5441
Email: blue.seas@xtra.co.nz

When requesting a Booking/Reservation, please use the following email address:
Email: divelodgekaikoura@gmail.com

General Lodge Rules and Obligations for ALL Users












No Pets of any description to be taken onto or into any part of Club Lodge facilities unless the
committee receives a request in writing prior to staying in the Lodge and approves pets to be there
under special circumstances only.
Any visiting guests may not over-night at the lodge unless booking and registration is completed at
The Blue Seas Motel prior to 8.00 pm and it does not interfere with any other persons booking.
No smoking is permitted at the Club Lodge.
Alcohol consumption is permitted in moderation.
General noise to be kept to a minimum late in the evening to be respectful to others staying at the
lodge.
No undersize Fish/Crayfish/Shellfish or excess quota of any species to be kept at the club lodge.
BBQ and Crayfish Cooker are only to be used outside.
Clean up when you leave. Leave the Lodge as you would like to find it.
Keys must be returned to The Blue Seas Motel on the day of departure. Lost keys will incur a $25.00
fee.
Please direct any complaints (other than minor booking issues), suggestions or issues with the lodge
facilities to a committee member.

These conditions of use of the Lodge are authorized by the President, Treasurer, and Secretary of the
Canterbury Underwater Club Inc.
Signed on behalf of the executive of the committee:
Mark Buckland - Treasurer
Dated: 01-06-2015 Updated 09-02-2018

Committee Members 2017 – 2018
Committee members are here to help if you have any questions about the club or any of our facilities.

Position

Name

Contact Details

President

Wayne Lester

p: 03 342 4949 m: 021 436 913
e: president@canterburyunderwater.org.nz

Vice President

Michael Lester

e: michael.lester82@gmail.com

Secretary

Warren Kelly

Treasurer

Mark Buckland

p: 03 322 9335 m: 027 706 5516
e: treasurer@canterburyunderwater.org.nz

Trips Coordinator

John Schurink

m: 021 531 993
e: j.schurink@xtra.co.nz

Committee

Jonathan Selkirk m: 021 389 821
e: jonathanselkirk@hotmail.com

Committee

Glenn Bolton

e: glenn@lens.co.nz

Assistant Lodge Custodian

Ian Waite

p: 03 308 8866 m: 021 355 379
e: ianwaite@canterburyunderwater.org.nz

Editor

Lesley Curry

e: editor@canterburyunderwater.org.nz

The CUC Quizzler Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Refraction
Titan
The skin
Antarctica
Dhaka

FEBRUARY 2018 GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
Chair: Wayne Lester
Minutes: Warren Kelly
Date: 13th Feb 2018
7.30 – 10:00pm
Location: Burnside Bowling Clubrooms.
Attendance:
22 members enjoyed the great new future venue for the club meetings;
Apologies:
Dominic Manera, Andrew Lester, John Schurink.
Welcome extended to visitors:
Chris, George & Steve.
Previous Minutes:
Taken as read from Newsletter. Moved and passed as correct by majority.
Matters Arising from Minutes:
Michael Bennett expressed concern that the old address for picking up Lodge keys was published in
the Dec newsletter. This was advised as being an oversight and has now been corrected.
Trips:
Warren Price advised members of the North Canterbury fishing competition to be held on 17 th
February.
General Business
Mark Buckland advised members that MPI have a bulk booking for the Lodge on 21/22 Feb.
Michael Bennett enquired as to the money raised from the Lodge booking by NCTIR. Mark Buckland
gave the members a brief summary of the income and expenditure for this booking.
Raffle results:
The lucky winners were drawn as follows: Warren Price, Joe D, Glenn Bolton, Mark Buckland, Max
Wright, Glenn Bolton, Max Wright.
Meeting Entertainment:
No program organised for this meeting to allow members to catch up on activities during the
holiday break.
Official Meeting Closed at 20.15hrs

