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Club Meeting Information
Club Meeting Summary
The minutes from the March meeting can be found at the end of this newsletter.

Next Meeting – Burnside Bowling Club, Tuesday 9th April
Next club meeting will take place on Tuesday the 9th of April at Burnside Bowling Club - 330 Avonhead
Road - by Burnside Park. Please arrive at 7:30pm, the meeting will start at 8pm. Does the Club need a boat
or want a boat? Have your say by coming along and listening to both sides of the discussion. We will look at
do we or don’t we need a boat, if we agree to look into a boat what sort and then how it will be financed.
Please come along and join in the discussion.

Archive photo supplied by Chris Glasson

Trips and Events
Watch for upcoming trips details on Facebook and the CUC website. Join CUC Messenger for more real time
information on CUC trips and events.

General Information
Dive Insurance

The Divers Alert Network (DAN) is your scuba diving safety association. DAN provides protection for scuba
divers with Worldwide Emergency Evacuation Coverage (with your DAN Membership) and optional Dive
Injury Insurance Plans, for chamber and hospital costs following a covered diving accident.
Joining DAN (Membership and Dive Injury Insurance) gives you peace of mind. It allows you to enjoy your
scuba diving knowing you will be looked after in the event of a diving incident, wherever you are in the
world, 24-hours a day, 7 days a week.
Why DAN? With 30+ years’ experience helping sick and injured scuba divers worldwide, DAN are the experts
in diving accident management. Visit http://www.danap.org/ for more information.

Go Dive Pacific Trips Information and CUC Members Discount
Truk Lagoon Trip

History Section
This month we will continue with the adventures of Thomas W. Knox outlined in his book, The Underground
World – A Mirror of Life below the Surface from 1877.

Adventures of Divers
By Thomas W. Knox
Diving Bells
As an improvement upon the primitive form of diving, the Diving Bell was invented. It is called a bell on
account of its shape and not in consequence of any sonorous quality.
How they are made
It is constructed in the general shape of a bell or an inverted tumbler; it is lowered, mouth downwards, into
the water by means of ropes attached to a ship, a boat or the arm of a derrick projecting over the water.
Generally however it is let down from the ship’s side.
The earliest diving bells had no arrangement for supplying them with air. After the quantity within the bell
was exhausted, the diver gave a signal be means of a rope and the bell was drawn to the surface.
At present the diving bell has a flexible rubber tube attached to it, by which it is constantly supplied with
fresh air, so that a diver may remain several hours under water without suffering for want of a pure
atmosphere.
The foul air is let out through a valve in the top of the bell and is constantly rising in the shape of little
bubbles. The pure air is forced down by means of a pump, which must be kept in steady operation. As long
as this pump is at work, and the bubbles are rising from the bell, those above can be assured that everything
is satisfactory; but let the bubbles cease to rise and it is instantly known that something is going wrong.

Picture credit: Halleys Diving Bell, 1690, fineartamerica.com

Advantages and disadvantages
As the bell descends below the surface, the pressure of the air becomes very great, being equal to the
pressure of the water. A dense atmosphere of this sort has many peculiarities. It is easy enough to breathe
but the pressure on the drum of the ear is frequently inconvenient. An ordinary whisper will sound as loud as

the customary tones of the voice and, if there are two persons in the bell and one of them speaks as he
would naturally speak in the open air, he will seem to the other to be shouting with the full power of his
lungs. A slight blow upon any metallic substance within the bell will sound like a very heavy one and any
noise that would cause no inconvenience in the open air may become absolutely painful in the dense
atmosphere in the inside of a diving bell.

Picture credit: quora.com
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Adventures in diving bells
A diving bell must be made very heavy to carry it downward and large weights are generally placed around
its mouth. A shelf inside serves as a seat for the occupant and, when it is lowered to the bottom, the ground
can be leisurely surveyed or examined for whatever object the diver has in view. Sometimes when two
persons descend in a bell, one of them may leave the bell by diving into the water and then returning, but he
cannot go very far.
Submarine armour
Submarine armour possesses many advantages over the ordinary diving bell. A man encased in a submarine
suit can remain under water for a long time and move about pretty much as he likes.
Its construction and use
Submarine armour consists of a waterproof suit completely encasing the body of the wearer. It is put on in
two sections; the trousers have shoes attached to them, with heavy laden soles, and at the waist they are
firmly fastened to a metallic ring. The upper part of the suit covers the arms, the head and the chest and the
lower part of it is fastened to a ring which exactly meets the other.
The upper part of the suit is put on and, after it, the second or lower part. The two rings are then fastened
together by means of screws and a thin band of rubber upon them excludes both air and water. The head of
the diver is enclosed in a helmet made of brass or other metal and having a thick plate of glass in front.
Air is conveyed inside this helmet by means of a rubber tube and an air pump must be kept in constant
operation to supply the man in armour with the necessary amount of air. The foul air escapes through a
valve at the top, just as it escapes from the top of the diving bell.
A suit of clothing of this sort does not add to the beauty of its wearer; it is very cumbersome and I greatly
doubt if it ever becomes fashionable for an afternoon promenade on Broadway. The helmet might answer
very well as a disguise for the reason that the face of the wearer is almost and generally quite invisible.

When a diver is properly encased in his armour he is swung off from the side of the boat or ship and sinks
into the water. The leaden soles upon his shoes carry him straight down and serve to keep his feet in the
proper place and position. The tube supplies him with air and he can walk about and use his hands freely. He
can handle the pick and shovel and can enter the cabin of a sunken ship; in fact, he can go in any place
where the flexible tube can be made to follow; but all the time he is below, the pump must maintain a
steady motion and the valve in the top of his helmet must work freely.

Picture credit: Harry Bowdoin’s patent design, cratestyle.com
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A slight accident may cause his death: should any of the machinery of the pump give way, or some careless
person on the ship step upon the tube as it lies along the deck, the diver might lose his life. It sometimes
happens that on being drawn to the surface the diver is found dead. Some slight accident has cut off his
supply of air and cutting off the air has deprived him of life.
To be continued…
Follow this link to watch a 1920’s video of Frank Turner’s dive
in the submarine armour invented by Charles H. Jackson’s
https://youtu.be/54Fwoubd7jQ

Picture credit: Frank Turner in Charles H Jackson’s suit,
cyberneticzoo.com

Recipe
Sea bream with tomato and herb salsa
By Gordon Ramsay

Ingredients



Olive oil, for frying
2 sea bream fillets, about 150g each

For the tomato and herb salsa








Olive oil
200g cherry tomatoes
60g pitted black olives (Kalamata if possible), drained
Small bunch of coriander
Small bunch of basil
1 lemon
Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper

Cooking instructions
1. First make the salsa. Place a small saucepan over a gentle heat and add 3 tablespoons of olive oil.
Chop the tomatoes in half and add to the oil. Add the olives, season with salt and pepper and stir
over a low heat for 1–2 minutes. Set aside.
2. Hold the coriander and basil stalks together and slice down with a sharp knife to shave off the
leaves. Discard the stalks, then gently roll the coriander and basil leaves into a ball and chop.
Keeping a little back for garnish, add the coriander and basil to the salsa and stir to combine.
3. Roll the lemon on a chopping board to soften it and release the juices, then cut in half. Add the juice
of one half to the pan, stir and set the salsa aside to allow the flavours to infuse.
4. To cook the bream, heat a heavy-based frying pan over a high heat. Meanwhile, slash the skin of the
fillets in 2 or 3 places. Add a dash of oil to the pan and, when really hot, add the bream fillets skin
side down. Season and cook for 2–3 minutes until the fish is dark golden and the skin is crisp. (The
flesh should be opaque two-thirds of the way up the fillet.)
5. Turn the fillets and cook on the other side for 1 minute, basting with the oil in the pan, until just
cooked through.
6. To serve, sit the fish fillets on top of the tomato and herb salsa and sprinkle with the reserved
coriander and basil.

Safety Section
What if your regulator free flows at depth?
By Marcus Knight, www.scubadiverlife.com
Although modern regulators are painstakingly designed to offer great reliability, sometimes things go wrong.
What should you do if your regulator free-flows at depth?

Balanced, environmentally sealed, cold-water rated — modern regulators are carefully designed,
manufactured and tested to provide excellent performance. Decades of product evolution means that
today’s regulators offer easy breathing and reliability that dive pioneers could only dream of. Nevertheless,
for various reasons, they may fail and free-flow at depth. In this situation, the downstream valve in the
second stage of the regulator sticks wide open. It continuously delivers gas, rapidly draining your tank and
leaving you in your own personal Jacuzzi. So what should you do if your regulator free flows at depth?
You may have seen new divers inadvertently dropping their regulator face-up in the water at the surface
during training dives. Their regulator hisses and spits like an angry snake. Someone may confidently stride or
roll into the water from a dive boat with their octopus clipped in incorrectly, then float back to the surface
surrounded by bubbles. At the surface, a free-flowing regulator is an annoyance. But a regulator locked in
free-flow at depth is potentially dangerous. So, how do you avoid the situation? And what do you do if it
happens?
Prevention is better than cure
Much like any piece of equipment, scuba regulators function better when serviced regularly. Manufacturers
spend enormous amounts of money on regulator research and development, and set service
recommendations for inspection, testing, lubrication and part replacement. Not servicing your regulators
means they’re much more likely to breathe inefficiently at best and malfunction at worst. Don’t skimp on
servicing.
Check the manufacturer instructions for your regulator. If you can’t remember whether you’ve had it
serviced within the recommended guidelines, take it to your local dive shop. Once it’s been serviced, take it
on a gentle test dive before moving on to the big stuff. Sometimes, despite servicing, it may take a while for
a freshly serviced regulator to ‘bed in,’ and it may require small adjustments.
Take the right tool for the job
Cold-water conditions are one of the leading reasons for regulator free-flows at depth. Regulator
manufacturers produce cold-water rated regulators, specifically designed and tested to cope with tougher
conditions. As the regulator’s first stage reduces air supply pressure from 3000psi (200 bar) to around 150psi
(10 bar), the temperature inside the regulator drops. In cold water, this can cause the regulator to freeze,
instigating a free-flow. So, if you’re planning to dive in colder or more challenging conditions, use a regulator
that’s suitable for the task. Ensure your regulator is cold-water rated before you descend.

If you’re diving in a cold-water environment, note that fresh water is more likely to cause freezing and a freeflow than salt water. Pay close attention if you’re diving a freshwater lake or river. Try to keep your regulator
free from moisture pre-dive to avoid any freezing in the cold air, and take exploratory breaths with the
regulator submerged where it’s less prone to freezing. Finally, avoid big bursts of gas from your regulator
when possible, such as using it to inflate a lift bag or deploy an SMB. These may cause a rapid temperature
drop that could instigate a free-flow.
Beneath the surface
If, despite using a well-serviced unit suitable for the conditions, your regulator free-flows at depth, what
should you do?
1. Breathe
As in any critical situation, stay calm and stop, think, breathe, and act. Both PADI and SSI teach the
technique for breathing from a free-flowing regulator in their core Open Water Diver training for this
very reason.Think back to your basic training and consider the key steps:
* Tilt the mouthpiece of the regulator’s second stage so that it’s partially in your mouth, gripped on the right
side of your mouth as normal, left side resting on your lips just outside of your mouth.
* Angle your head or lean to the right. This allows you a clearer vision past the bubbles and helps you locate
your buddy. It also means that (on a standard recreational scuba system) you’re correctly positioned to
sweep and recover your regulator if the bubbles jolt it out of your hand.
* Keep your mouth slightly open and sip cautious breaths from the free- flowing air bubbling next to your
mouth, using your tongue as a splash guard if necessary.
If you’ve been diving in suitably close formation, you should have ample time to locate your buddy. You can
share air as you learned in your basic training and abort the dive before the situation becomes critical.
2. Bail out
Many divers take a redundant air source, such as a stage-bottle or pony-bottle on more challenging
or deeper dives. Having an additional, separate tank and regulator offers a solution to the freeflowing regulator situation that doesn’t necessitate immediately locating your buddy. Carrying a
clipped-on stage-bottle or having a pony-bottle banded to your tank means you can solve the
immediate issue independently. Simply swap to the back-up tank and then decide what to do next.
3. Isolate
The ultimate solution to ensure a large gas reserve, redundancy and time to deal with your freeflowing regulator would be to use a double-tank twin-set. A twin-tank, twin-regulator set up with a
manifold allows you to identify which regulator is causing the problem. Then you can isolate it by
manually closing the manifold between tanks, and swapping to the functioning tank and regulator.
You’ll want further training if you’re planning on using twin-sets, so consult your local dive center.
PADI also offers a Self-Reliant Diver course, which features training in being more self-sufficient in
the event of a problem.
You can practice all the above in-water skills in the pool. If you’ve not been through them recently, refresh
yourself before your next dive trip. Book a pool session at your local center and practice with your buddy.
Alternatively, book a review session with an experienced Divemaster or Instructor. They can walk you
through the key steps if your regulator free-flows at depth.
A free-flowing regulator is an inconvenience that you can largely avoid or deal with safely. Take care of your
regulators; take precautions when diving in challenging conditions; and become familiar with the key
training and procedures in the event of an emergency, and you’ll have a much safer, more relaxed dive.

Photograph of the Month
This section features impressive underwater photography from around the globe.

Caretta Caretta turtle by Eduardo Acevedo
Caretta caretta Turtle: Winner, Marine Conservation and "Marine Conservation Photographer of the Year
2019." Loggerhead turtles (Caretta caretta) spend much of their life in the open ocean. They come to the
Canary Islands after crossing the Atlantic Ocean from Caribbean beaches. In this years-long trip, they often
have to avoid many dangerous traps: plastic, ropes, fishing nets. This turtle got trapped in a net, and found it
practically impossible to escape ... but this day it was very lucky, and thanks to the help of two underwater
photographers who were sailing nearby, it was able to escape.

Tiger cardinalfish by Henley Spiers
Tiger Wave: The face of a tiger cardinalfish, open-mouthed, with sharp teeth protruding and eggs within, is
captured in a wave of blue. Cardinalfish are famous mouth-brooders, with the males responsible for
guarding the eggs until they are ready to hatch. I have long been fascinated by this behaviour and spent
three dives with this particular fish, slowly earning sufficient trust to allow me the intimacy to capture this
image in close confines.

Training
Adrenalin Overdose
By Eric Douglas

Glenn had just reached the stern of the shipwreck when he heard a tell-tale beeping.
He glanced at his dive computer. He was low on air and had only a few more minutes before he would begin
accumulating mandatory decompression time. He couldn’t believe time had flown by so quickly.
Looking around, he spotted his dive buddy, and looked up the length of the ship. They were a long way away
from the anchor line and needed to begin heading to the surface.
The Diver
A relatively new diver, Glenn was excited to spend as much time underwater as he could. He had been
certified for about a year and already had more than 50 dives in his logbook. He was 35 and in relatively
good health with no known medical conditions.
His favourite dive site was any place with a shipwreck at the end of the anchor line. He enjoyed artificial
wrecks for the unique opportunities they presented.
As a history buff, though, he really liked “real” shipwrecks — where a ship had gone down in a storm or had
been sunk in battle. He didn’t dwell on the potential loss of life on those wrecks but rather loved the history
of them. He liked to imagine what life was like for the sailors on board and what they experienced when the
ship went down.

The Dive
It was a clear, sunny day when the boat arrived at the dive site. Surface conditions were calm.
Glenn and his buddy listened to the briefing, but they were focused on making the dive. It was on each of
their bucket lists, and both divers had studied it in dive magazines since they were first certified.
The shipwreck rested on the bottom at 40 metres. The upper structure for the large wreck came to within 20
metres of the surface. The ship was more than 120 metres long and 15 metres wide.
The boat crew tied off to an anchor buoy permanently attached to the bow of the ship. In the final briefing,
the divers learned there was a strong current on the wreck. The divemaster indicated they should stay to the
port side of the ship and stay close to the deck. Visibility was better than 20 metres, he said.
Glenn and his buddy were the first divers in the water. They followed the anchor line to the bottom, enjoying
the sight as the shipwreck materialised in front of them.
The Accident
Glenn followed the ship’s main deck from the bow toward the stern. They were in 28 to 30 metres of water
throughout the dive. Glenn and his buddy stayed on the wreck’s port side, as the divemaster told them to,
with a few swims to the middle of the ship to look at unique features. Glenn stopped several times to take
photographs and look at sea life that was growing on the deck.
When they reached the stern, Glenn and his buddy photographed each other beside the ship’s name, each
imagining making his photo his social-media profile shot as soon as they got home.
They were 19 minutes into the dive when Glenn’s dive computer began to signal that he was running low on
air. He was also startled to realise he had only a few minutes of no-decompression time left.
Glenn looked around and signalled to his buddy that it was time to head to the surface. His buddy checked
his computer and saw he was in the same situation.
Using hand signals, they agreed they didn’t have time to swim back to the bow and then make their ascent
along the anchor line. They decided to make a free ascent to the surface but angled toward the anchor line,
hoping to meet it halfway up. They wanted to make sure they surfaced by the boat.
As they ascended, they had to swim against the current. When they finally reached the anchor line, they
were both very low on air. They decided to ascend directly to the surface without making a safety stop.
Back on the boat, Glenn informed the crew of their ascent and the potential problems. He thought they
might have ascended rapidly, as well as omitting their safety stop and pushing the limits of the dive.
Neither diver had any symptoms, but the crew directed them to skip the second dive and to be on the
lookout for possible symptoms of decompression illness.
Analysis
One of the first rules of diving — after never hold your breath — is to swim slowly and not to be in a hurry.
Sometimes that is difficult to do when you want to see an entire shipwreck. Your first urge is to swim as fast
as you can to take it all in. That’s a shame because you won’t appreciate any of it if you are racing over it.
In Glenn’s case, he swam slowly enough, but he didn’t account for the sheer size of the wreck. He should
have planned to explore half of the wreck, and then come back later for the other half. The depth and
current made it impossible for him to see the entire ship in the bottom time he had available.
He didn’t monitor his bottom time and air supply properly either. If he had, he would have realised he was
using his air supply more quickly than anticipated. He could have turned the dive and returned to the anchor
line so he could make a controlled ascent without fighting the current. Then he would have had enough air
to complete a safety stop.
A common misconception is that a safety stop is mandatory at the end of every dive, or every deep dive. It
isn’t. If it were, it would be a decompression stop. A safety stop is recommended to add an additional margin
of safety at the end of a dive.

That depends on air supply though. You should never attempt to make a safety stop at the end of a dive if
you don’t have enough air to do it. Doing so could cause you to run out of air while still underwater and lead
to a rapid ascent from 5 metres. A rapid ascent while breath holding from safety-stop depth can easily cause
an air embolism.
Some people will also question whether Glenn and his buddy should have been placed on oxygen on the
surface since they likely violated their decompression status and skipped the safety stop. The answer to that
is no. Observing them for signs and symptoms of decompression illness is the proper course of action.
Placing them on oxygen first aid, without being symptomatic, could delay getting them to definitive care, a
recompression treatment, because they might feel fine when the boat reached the dock, only to experience
symptoms and not seek help until much later. The typical delay between the last dive and seeking medical
attention is 17 hours.
Of course, in a situation where decompression illness is a possibility, you do not want to make another dive
that would increase the nitrogen gas load in your body. The boat crew handled this situation in a textbook
manner.
Lessons for Life





Plan your dive and make it realistic. Many divers plan their dive based on what the computer tells
them during the dive. That isn’t always realistic when it comes to wreck diving or a diving with a
goal. You should know your potential bottom time and plan accordingly.
Monitor your bottom time and air supply. Running out of gas on the freeway is embarrassing.
Running out of breathing gas during a dive can be deadly.
Learn the symptoms of decompression illness and how to administer oxygen first aid. Take a course
in oxygen first aid administration. It will cover how and when to use oxygen in a diving emergency,
along with when to seek definitive care.

Committee Notices
Entertainment Books
Fundraiser competition!
This month, we also have a great prize just for fundraisers! Promote your Entertainment fundraiser between
now and April 30, 2019, through email, social media and other digital channels and you’ll go in the draw to
win return flights for two to London with British Airways, valued at up to $2,100. Make sure you send
screenshots of your promotions to promotions@entertainmentbook.co.nz to register your entry!

Entertainment has your fundraising all wrapped up. You’ll find social and promotional materials on our
website which can be accessed HERE>>.
*Please note that Wayne will have 10 hard copies of the book with him at Tuesday’s meeting*

The 2019 | 2020 Entertainment™ Books and Entertainment™ Digital Memberships available soon!
Discover thousands of valuable, up to 50% off and 2-for-1, offers for many of the best restaurants, cafés,
arts, attractions, hotels, travel, shopping and much more – choose your way with the following:
The traditional Entertainment™ Book Membership that comes with the Gold Card and vouchers.
The Entertainment™ Digital Membership that puts the value of the Entertainment™ Book into your iPhone
or Android smartphone! The NEW 2019 | 2020 Christchurch Entertainment™ Memberships sell for just $70
and you’ll receive over $20,000 in valuable offers you can use until 1 June, 2020.
20% of every membership sold contributes to our fundraising. Help us achieve our goal by sharing this link
with your Friends and Family. Thanks for your support!
Please contact Wayne Lester at wnjlester@gmail.com for a hard copy of the book. Alternatively you can go
online https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/1343k43 to get your digital copy and help
support the club's fundraising efforts!
We would like to extend a huge thank you to Wayne for taking on the task again this year!

May meeting guest speaker
Seafloor changes during the 2016 Kaikōura Earthquake
The 2016 Kaikōura Earthquake showed us why our land is steep and dynamic. The earthquake uplifted
almost 100 km of coastline and the effects of the event were felt over to 700 km offshore. Faults that
crossed the coast to the south and north of Kaikōura Peninsula continued offshore, uplifting the seabed by
as much as 6 m. The Hundalee Fault near Oaro ruptured right into the canyon and triggered a massive
landslide event. Debris from the landslides cascaded through the canyon and out along the deep ocean
Hikurangi Channel where it continued flowing for at least 750 km. In the canyon itself sediment erosion
reached 60 m deep and this unsurprisingly had a major impact on the rich marine life living there. This
presentation will walk through the survey response to the earthquake that lead to these discoveries and
show how the data revealed one of the most spectacular episodes of seafloor change documented
anywhere in the world. The Kaikōura canyon is rich and dynamic environment that is very important to
Kaikōura. Despite the huge impact on marine life during the earthquake it is now showing strong signs of
recovery.

Joshu Mountjoy leads the Marine Physical Processes and Resources program at NIWA in Wellington. He is a
marine geoscientist and studies seafloor processes including earthquakes, canyons, landslides and what the
implications of these are for society. Joshu travelled the world after finishing High School then studied
Geology at the University of Canterbury. During that time he spent a lot of time surfing in Kaikōura and
developed a great respect for the coastal environment. He completed a PhD at NIWA on the role of tectonics
in submarine canyon formation, mostly focussed on the Cook Strait Canyons and has worked at NIWA since
2006. He now lives in Paekakariki and has two children, and wishes the surf was better.

Links
For member and lodge booking information and upcoming event information check out our website:
http://www.canterburyunderwater.org.nz

Also visit our Facebook page for the latest trip reports and other news!
https://www.facebook.com/CanterburyUnderwaterClub

Oxygen Administration
If any members are interested in doing the oxygen Administration course at a discounted price please let the
committee know. Please note that the oxygen kit is available for use by members trained in oxygen
administration. Please contact Wayne if you want the oxygen kit for upcoming trips.

Oztek Advanced Diving Conference – Member Trip
By Lesley Curry (Editor)
Another Oztek has been and gone and what a fantastic weekend it was. Steve, our wee girl and I took the
time to go to Sydney and attend this amazing biennial event filled to the brim with everything tech diving!
There was an incredible array of wonderful speakers and presentations that even our fidgety two year old
was enraptured by.

Simon Mitchell

A very interested and engrossed future cave diver!

This year there was a great Kiwi contingent who gave some interesting talks. Professor Simon Mitchell did
two presentations this year and never fails to impress with his talks on physiology and diving. We were also
treated to a talk on cave diving in the Cook Islands from Christchurch’s own Bruce Clulow (you may
remember his presentation to the CUC club in March last year), alongside Paul Hosie, and an expedition to
the cold caves of Canada by Tom Crisp.

Bruce Clulow and Paul Hosie

Tom Crisp

Matt Carter also took to the stage to discuss his involvement in the investigation of an M24 Midget Sub that
was discovered in Sydney Harbour. Matt left Sydney with the Oztek 2019 Media Excellence Award.

Ryan Kaczkowski, Matt Carter & Stephen Fordyce

Speakers and Sponsors

Day 1 finished with an inspiring talk by Dr Richard Harris and Craig Challen recounting their experiences
during the rescue of 13 boys from the Than Luang caves in Thailand. This was a truly incredible story from
two amazing and humble gentlemen filled with awe, humour and nail biting accounts of their experience.

Craig Challen recounting his experience in the Thai cave rescue

Matt Carter’s presentation on the M24 midget sub

The presentations continued into day two and the event was finished off beautifully with a very social gala
dinner and awards night. I would highly recommend this event and, whether you’re a technical diver or not,
there are always some interesting and inspiring presentations to keep you entertained.

Sunday night’s Gala Dinner and Awards

Following in mum and dad’s footsteps!

Dritek Hangers
As part of a fundraiser the Club is selling Dritek Hangers. These
are not available to be purchased in New Zealand, so get yourself
an exclusive purchase and be the envoy of your friends.
These are currently being sold at a one off price of $35.00 each
and we have very limited stock.
So get one for your wetsuit and one for your BC, might as well get
the wife one while you’re at it.
STRONG: The toughest, most versatile hanger on the market.
Comfortably holds up to 30kg
PROTECTIVE: Designed to help you dry garments naturally, whilst being gentle on fabrics and maintain
garment performance.
SECURE: “Closed hook” carabiner clips-on, wraps around or hooks over. Whichever way you use it, it will not
fall
LONG LASTING: It won’t break, it won’t let you down.
VERSATILE: Unlimited hanging possibilities: indoors and outdoors, on-board or on shore, hang anywhere
solution
ENVIRONMENTAL: Made using recycled materials and you’ll never send it to landfill

These will be brought along to Club meeting so bring your cash, but as there is only limited stock email
michael.lester82@gmail.com to have yours put aside. Please note: pre-ordered ones will only be held for
one month. Cash only transactions at the meeting – these will not be posted

Members’ Favourite Dive Locations
We have a lot of active diving members so you guys must have some favourite dive spots!
We’d like to include a section on favourite dive spots written by members in future newsletters. It could
feature: Location, Access, Features, Best time of year, Memorable moments, Foreign destinations, Best local
spots
Please send us your recommendations!

Canterbury Underwater Club Inc - Lodge Information
The Canterbury Underwater Club Lodge offers a fantastic facility to both members and non-members with
dedicated boat parking, dive gear washing facilities, fish filleting stations, crayfish cooker, BBQ and a fully
equipped communal cooking and living area.
The main building can sleep a maximum of 20 people in its
five rooms ( 1 to 5) specific rooms can be requested when
booking but may change to accommodate the numbers of
persons in a party.
The Annex rooms (11 to 16) can sleep up to 16 people and will
usually be reserved for members only unless the entire Lodge
has been booked for a Group. See bed layout at this link:
Lodge Layout 2018
The lodge accommodation is not normally available to nonmembers during holiday weekends and the Xmas holiday
period, however this may be dependent on member demand.
PLEASE NOTE: While pillows with pillowcases and bottom sheets are provided, you need to bring your
own bedding. A laundry fee of $5 per person per stay is required to cover the cost of commercially
laundering the CUC sheets after your stay. This is payable at check in when picking up the key.

Member Rates
Members and Partners $15.00 per person per night
Child 5-17 years
$5.00 per child per night
Child Under 5
Free

Member Cancellation Policy
Prior to mid-day on the day of arrival
No Charge
Later than mid-day on the planned day of arrival
1 night charged
Cancellation of a booking for a holiday weekend must be done 3 days prior to the planned day of arrival or a
two night penalty charge will apply if the beds booked cannot be re-let. The booking agent will advise the
Treasurer and Secretary in these events.

Non-Member Rates
Adult
$26.00 per person per night
Child 5-13 years $10.00 per child per night
Child Under 5
Free
Vouchers can be used for non-members (for a stay when accompanied by a member) but will be redeemed
at the non-member price.

Non-Member Cancellation Policy
Cancellation of bookings and refund of deposits will be as per standard motel practice for Groups or
Individuals.

Important Lodge Booking and Check in/Check out Information
Bookings are handled by Sam and Lyn Wang. To lessen the impact on them in the running of their own
business, we kindly ask that you respect the following instructions:
1. E-mail is the preferred booking method. A contact email address must be given at time of booking.
2. Phone bookings should be made no earlier than midday and no later than 7pm.
3. Please let Sam or Lyn know how many people are in your group so they can allocate beds and also
the member/non-member make up of your party.
4. For any group booking, preference is for one person to go to Blue Seas Motel office to pay for all
accommodation and to uplift all room keys. (This speeds up the process for all concerned)

5. Payment must be made upon collection of keys and your membership card must be shown to avail
yourself of the member rates – Vouchers, Cash or Cheque only please, NO EFTPOS.
6. Uplift keys before 8pm; please phone them if you are running late.
7. On day of departure from the lodge the allocated bedrooms must be vacated by 11.30 am. Fitted
sheets and pillow cases are to be placed in the baskets in the laundry. Guests may remain on the
premises until 5.00 pm.
Blue Seas Motel – Sam and Lyn Wang
222 The Esplanade
Kaikoura 7300
p: 03 319 5441
e: divelodgekaikoura@gmail.com

General Lodge Rules and Obligations for ALL Users














No Pets of any description to be taken onto or into any part of Club Lodge facilities unless the
committee receives a request in writing prior to staying in the Lodge and approves pets to be there
under special circumstances only.
Any visiting guests may not over-night at the lodge unless booking and registration is completed at
Blue Seas Motel prior to 8.00 pm and it does not interfere with any other persons booking.
No smoking is permitted at the Club Lodge.
Alcohol consumption is permitted in moderation.
Noise levels are to be kept to a minimum in the evening to be respectful of neighbours and others
staying at the lodge. Any complaints may result in loss of bond.
Any damage to the facility or contents must be reported immediately to the club treasurer.
No undersize Fish/Crayfish/Shellfish or excess quota of any species to be kept at the club lodge.
BBQ and Crayfish Cooker are only to be used outside.
Clean up when you leave. Leave the lodge as you would like to find it.
Keys must be returned to Blue Seas Motel on the day of departure, lost keys will incur a $25.00 fee.
Please direct any complaints (other than minor booking issues), suggestions or issues with the lodge
facilities to a committee member.
A deposit and a bond may be payable for larger groups and non-members. You will be advised by
email once your booking request is submitted.

These conditions of use of the Lodge are authorized by the President, Treasurer, and Secretary of the
Canterbury Underwater Club Inc.
Signed on behalf of the executive of the committee:
Mark Buckland – Treasurer. See Link: Treasurer
Dated: 01-06-2015
Updated 21-03-2019

Committee Members 2018 – 2019
Committee members are here to help if you have any questions about the club or any of our facilities.

Position

Name

Contact Details

President

John Schurink

m: 021 531 993
e: president@canterburyunderwater.org.nz

Vice President

Michael Lester

e: michael.lester82@gmail.com

Secretary

Warren Kelly

p: 03 359 9207
e: warliz@slingshot.co.nz

Treasurer

Mark Buckland

p: 03 322 9335 m: 027 706 5516
e: treasurer@canterburyunderwater.org.nz

Trips Coordinator

Position Vacant

Committee

Jonathan Selkirk m: 021 389 821
e: jonathanselkirk@hotmail.com

Committee

Glenn Bolton

e: glenn@lens.co.nz

Assistant Lodge Custodian

Ian Waite

p: 03 308 8866 m: 021 355 379
e: ianwaite@canterburyunderwater.org.nz

Editor

Lesley Curry

e: editor@canterburyunderwater.org.nz

MARCH 2019 GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
Chair: John Schurink
Minutes: Warren Kelly
Date: 12th March 2019
8.00 – 9.15pm
Location: Burnside Bowling Clubrooms.
Attendance: 25 members.
Apologies: Mark Buckland, Jens Christensen, Ken Boddy.
Guests:
A welcome was extended to Steve and Cheryl.
Meeting Program
The guest speaker for the night was Sir Mark Solomon of Team Korowai from Kaikoura. Mark gave a very
informative talk on the Kaikoura fishery from both a post-earthquake position and a historical perspective.
Club members will have come away from the meeting with a much clearer understanding of the state of the
Kaikoura fishery.
Previous Minutes:
February General meeting minutes were taken as read from Newsletter. Moved John Schurink, Seconded
Warren Price. Passed as correct by majority.
Trips:
Michael Lester encouraged members to log onto Facebook if they wished to find other members to dive
with. He would like to see a lot more members using this media.
The committee is to look at organising a trip to Peraki Bay. John would like to see some competitions set up
to challenge for the club trophies. The Peraki Bay trip may incorporate a spear fishing competition.
General Business
Wayne Lester gave an update on the NZU AGM to be hosted by the CUC on the 29th June weekend.
The meet and greet is to be held in the Carbine Bar at the Racecourse Hotel on the Friday night. The
conference will be held on the Saturday afternoon at the Burnside Bowling club. The Saturday night function
is to be held at the Racecourse Hotel. The Sunday activities are still to be finalised. They may include a bus
sightseeing trip around the city or a trip to Akaroa.
Wayne also advised that the Entertainment Books were now available and encouraged members to get in
quick to secure the extra deals.
John Schurink acknowledged the great work that Lesley Curry was doing with the production of the
newsletter each month.

John gave a report on the status of the Lodge after the fire damage repainting. Although there is still a little
work to be done the condition of the Lodge is looking good.
John advised the members that the April Meeting would deal with the issue of the possible club boat
purchase.
Dr Joshu Mountjoy will give a presentation on the status of the Kaikoura canyon at the May meeting.
Raffle results:
The lucky winners were drawn as follows: Olivia King, Joe Dunning, Grant Prebble, Warren Kelly, Rod McKay,
Warren Price, Murray Spooner, Chris Glasson.
Meeting Closed at 21.15 hrs

